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LICENSE: This completed PRIA work product document (the “Completed Work”) is made available by
PRIA to members and the general public for review, evaluation and comment only. This document is
under development and not a final version.
PRIA grants any user (“Licensee”) of the Completed Work a worldwide, royalty-free, non-exclusive license
(“License”) to reproduce the Completed Work in copies, and to use the Completed Work and all such
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NO OTHER RIGHTS ARE GRANTED UNDER THIS LICENSE AND ALL OTHER RIGHTS ARE EXPRESSLY RESERVED
TO PRIA. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, PRIA does not grant any right to: (i) prepare
proprietary derivative works based upon the Completed Work, (ii) distribute copies of the Incomplete
Work to the public by sale or other transfer of ownership, or (iii) display the Completed Work publicly.
Comments on the Completed Work must be sent to PRIA.
Any reproduction of the Completed Work shall reproduce verbatim the above copyright notice, the entire
text of this License and the entire disclaimer below under the following header:
This document includes Completed Works developed by PRIA and some of its contributors, subject to
PRIA License. “PRIA” is a trade name of the “Property Records Industry Association.” No reference to
PRIA or any of its trademarks by Licensee shall imply endorsement of Licensee's activities and products.

C. DISCLAIMER: THIS COMPLETED WORK IS PROVIDED "AS IS.” PRIA AND THE AUTHORS OF THIS
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FREE FROM ERROR OR SUITABLE FOR ANY PURPOSE; AND, (iii) THAT IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH
CONTENTS WILL NOT INFRINGE ANY THIRD-PARTY PATENTS, COPYRIGHTS, TRADEMARKS OR OTHER
RIGHTS. IN NO EVENT WILL PRIA OR ANY AUTHOR OF THIS COMPLETED WORK BE LIABLE TO ANY
PARTY FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, SPECIAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES FOR ANY USE OF THIS
COMPLETED WORK, INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, ANY LOST PROFITS, BUSINESS INTERRUPTION,
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Executive Summary
Interstate recognition of notarial acts is rooted in a robust statutory, common law, and constitutional
framework. It has been in practice in the United States for more than a century. It is essential to the
efficient functioning of domestic commerce as it allows documents to be accepted across multiple states
while maintaining confidence in their trustworthiness. Without it, critical documents would have to be
re-executed for use in multiple states and cross-border transactions would be challenging.
Notarial laws are set at the state level, with each state setting the rules governing its own notaries. With
interstate recognition, notaries can perform notarizations in accordance with the laws of their state, and
recorders can trust those notarizations are valid regardless of whether they are performed in
accordance with the laws of the recorders’ states.

PRIA Supports Interstate Recognition in the Property Records Industry
Interstate recognition is central to PRIA's mission to promote efficient and secure processes for the
recordability and acceptance of notarized documents. Interstate recognition is essential to ensuring
that property transactions are fast, safe, and convenient. PRIA encourages its members to familiarize
themselves with interstate recognition to ensure timely acceptance of out-of-state notarizations.

What is Interstate Recognition?
Interstate recognition allows for the legal acceptance of notarizations performed by notarial officers of
other states. There are three core elements of interstate recognition, each of which is determined by its
own set of laws.
1. The laws governing the document’s execution dictate whether a notarial act is required and
which type of notarial act is needed. These laws do not dictate who must perform the notarial
act or how the notarial act must be performed.
2. The notarial laws of the notary’s commissioning state dictate how the notary must perform the
notarization and validate the notarization when performed in accordance with the laws of the
notary’s state.
3. In addition to authorizing their own notaries to perform notarizations, every state recognizes and
accepts notarial acts performed by notaries of other states. Documents are notarized regularly
for use in other states. With interstate recognition, signers can be confident that these
documents will be freely accepted across the country when notarized in compliance with the
laws of the notary’s commissioning state.

What Is RON?
Remote Online Notarization (RON) is a modern form of notarization in which the signer appears before
the notary by means of real-time, two-way audio-visual communication. Notaries may perform RON if
authorized by their commissioning state. A remotely notarized document is as legally valid as one
notarized via traditional paper-based notarization.
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Interstate Recognition & RON
RON does not affect interstate recognition. It is just another method of performing notarizations. If the
notary’s commissioning state authorizes the notary to perform RON, then the notarization is valid. The
statutes recognizing and accepting out-of-state notarizations apply equally to both RON and traditional
paper-based notarizations.

The Recorder’s Role
Recorders cannot be expected to know the notarial laws of all 50 states. They can trust that a
notarization is valid because the notary is required to perform notarizations in accordance with the laws
of the notary’s commissioning state. When a completed notarial certificate is included with the
document, the recorder can proceed with the recording process to expedite notice and help to maintain
lien priority in the property records. The notarial laws of the recorder’s state, however, do not affect
the validity of the notarization.

Conclusion
While out-of-state notarizations may be different from what recorders typically see, interstate
recognition ensures the validity and acceptance of these notarizations.

